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A meeting  of  tlie  Gibbs’s  was  holden  at  Brandon,  Vermont,  the  12tli  day  of 
May,  1847,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  themselves  into  an  association,  in  order  to 
act  jointly  and  effectually  in  investigating  certain  reports  which  had  been  circula- 
ted in  the  United  States  relative  to  a large  unclaimed  property,  which  had  been 
left  in  England  for  the  Gibbs’s  in  the  United  Stales  of  America.  The  Gibbs’s 
when  there  met,  formed  themselves  into  an  Association,  called  the  “Actixg  Gibbs 
Association  OF  Vermont  appointed  a board  of  Directors,  and  Conespond- 
ing  Secretaries.  The  Association  voted  unanimously  to  appoint  Colusibijs 
Smith,  Esq.,  of  Salisbury,  Vt,  Agent,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  proper- 
ty in  England,  said  to  belong  to  the  Gibbs’s  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Smith,  the  Agent  for  the  Association,  proceeded  to  England,  made  the  de- 
sired search,  and  reported  thereon  to  the  President  of  the  Association. 

We  the  undersigned.  Directors  of  the  Acting  Gibbs  Association  of  Vermont, 
being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  our  Agent,  conducting  this  inves- 
tigation in  England,  resolved  unanimously,  to  have  500  copies  of  his  report  print- 
ed for  the  use.  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  so  that  all  might  have  a knowl- 
edge  of  the  proceedings  of  their  Agent,  while  conducting  this  investigation  in 
England, 

JONA.  D.  GIBBS,  Pres.,  Jeffrey  N.  H. 

TRUMAN  C.  GIBBS,  Vice  Pres.,  Cornwall,  Vt. 

JOSEPH  GIBBS,  Benson,  Vt.  I 

> Recording  Sec’s. 

WARREN  GIBBS,  Hartford,  Vt.  ) 

DAN  DIKE,  Treasurer,  Salisbury,  Vt, 

Directors* 
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TO  JONATHAN  D.  GIBBS,  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  "ACTING  HBBS  ASSOCIATION 


OP  mimr 

Dear  Sir  :--In  tlie  spring  of  1847,  I was  cmplojcd  by  your 

Association”  to  look  after  a certain  property,  situated  in  Eng- 
land, and  said  to  belong  to  the  Gibbs’s  in  the  United  States.  In 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  your  Association,  I made  the  search 
in  England.  I now  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  a general  re- 
port of  my  investigations  there.  In  this  report,  I shall  not  attempt 
to  go  much  into  the  details  of  my  investigations  ; for  an  examina- 
tion of  such  a report  would  be  uninteresting,  and  even  tedious.  I 
shall  only  notice  the  more  important  points,  such  as  I think  will 
most  interest,  and  inform  the  Association  ; and  try  to  have  the  re- 
port so  concise  that  you  can  easily  place  it  before  the  Association, 
if  you  think  proper. 

As  many  reports,  for  years  past,  have  been  circulated  in  the 
United  States  respecting  property  which  had  been  left  in  different 
parts  of  England,  for  the  Gibbs’s  inU.  S.  A.;  and  as  these  reports 
had  gained  mueh  credence  among  the  Gibbs’s  in  this  country ; I 
concluded  in  the  first  place  to  state  in  order  the  different  reports 
which  had  been  circulated  concerning  this  property,  and  remark 
upon  my  investigation  of  each. 

I. 

“ William  Gibbs,  about  45  years  since,  died  without  issue,  in  the  town  of 
Frome,  in  Somersetshire,  and  left  a large  property,  by  will,  for  the  Gibbs’s 
in  this  country.  Some  portion  of  this  property  was  real  estate  in  Frome,  but 
a large  portion  was  money  in  the  bank  of  England.  One  William  Gibbs  of 
Frome  had  four  sons,  viz:  William,  Robert,  James  and  John.  William,  the 
eldest  son,  inherited  his  father’s  estates  in  Frome.  Robert,  James  and  John 
came  to  America  about  1G65.  Robert  afterwards  returned  to  England,  but 
came  again  to  America,  in  or  about  1669,  and  brought  with  him  his  son  Rob- 
ert, then  about  five  years  old.  Several  years  since  a letter  was  sent  from 
England  to  the  Grandson  of  Robert,  stating  a large  property  had  been  left 
for  liim  in  Frome.” 

In  order  to  give  this  subject  a thorough  investigation,  I went  to 
Frome  in  Somersetshire.  I found  it  a small  place,  containing  a few 
thousand  inhabitants.  The  parish  records  were  searched  by  my 
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order.  The  following  is  a certificate  of  the  Curate  of  the  parish : 

“ I hereby  certify  that  the  register  of  burijils  for  the  parish  of  Frome  Sel- 
wood  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  England,  has  been  duly  searched  from  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty,  to  tlie  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight  inclusive.  Also,  the  register  of  Baptisms  from  the  year 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty,  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  inclusive.  And  that  the  name  of  Gibbs  only  occurs  in  the 
following  entries — viz  : 

March  1G39,  2,  Mary  Gibbs  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Mary,  Baptized. 

July  1671,  16,  Jane  Gibbs,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rose,  Baptized. 

February  1672,  8,  Ann  Gibbs,  buried. 

February  1673,  26,  Richard  Gibbs,  son  of  Thomas  and  Rose  Baptized. 

July  1722,  17,  Richard  Gibbs,  buried. 

May  1728,  27,  Prccilla  Gibbs,  wife  of  James. 

March  1729,  15,  Jane  Gibbs,  wife  of  John,  buried. 

November  1731,  1,  Jane  Gibbs  buried. 

August  1795,  1,  Thomas  Gibbs,  P. 

I further  certify  that,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  there  was  no  other  Register 
for  Baptisms  and  Burials  in  this  parish  within  the  years  above  mentioned. 

Witness  my  hand  this  18th  day  of  September,  1847. 

W.  B.  GOLVERT,  Curate  of  St.  Peters, 

Frome  Selwood, 
Somersetshire,  England. 

ClIAS.  PIULLOTT,  Vicar  of  Frome  Selwood. 

18th  Sept’r,  1847.” 

If  this  William  Gibbs  family  bad  lived  and  died  in  Frome,  as 
reported,  some  of  their  names  ought  to  have  appeared  on  the  parr 
ish  records.'  But  this  was  not  the  case,  as  appears  from  the  fore- 
going certificate  ; nor  could' J,  after  a faithful  search,  find  a single 
tnonument  or  tomb  stone  erected  to  the  memory  of  this  rich  family. 
I saw  many  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Frome,  who  informed  me 
that  they  never  knew  or  heard  of  a rich  man  in  Frome  by  the 
name  of  Gibbs.  This  information,  differing  widely  from  the  report 
in  circulation  in  U.  S.  A.,  I began  to  suspect  this  report,  concern- 
ing William  Gibbs  of  Frome,  a mere  fabrication.  But  as  the  rec- 
ords of  the  wills  of  Frome  and  the  letters  of  administration  grant- 
ed on  the  estates  of  individuals  dying  at  Frome  were  recorded  at 
Wells,  I concluded  to  extend  my  researches  to  Wells.  I proceed- 
ed there  and  had  those  records  examined.  The  following  is  a cer- 
tificate received  by  me  at  the  Becorder’s  Office  in  Wells. 

“ I hereby  certify  that  I have  this  day  made  search  in  the  Registry  of  the 
Consistorial  Episcopal  Court  of  Wells,  and  also  in  the  Registry  of  the  Con- 
sistorlal  Archidiaconal  Court  of  Wells,  both  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  in 
England,  for  Wills  or  Administrations  of  persons  of  the  name  of  Gibbs,  viz. 
Wills  from  1660  to  1845,  and  Administrations  from  1669  to  1845,  and  that 
no  Will  or  Administration  of  any  person  of  the  name  of  William  Gibbs,  late 
of  Frome,  is  to  be  found  in  either  of  the  said  Courts  ; and  that  the  Wills  of 
Ann  Gibbs,  of  Frome  Selwood,  in  1672,  and  Edward  Gibbs  of  Frome  Selwood 
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in  1762,  nowin  the  Registry  of  the  Consistorlal  Archidcaconal  Court  of  Wells^ 
and  of  John  Gibbs  of  the  same  place,  in  1768,  now  in  the  Registry  of  the  Con» 
sistorial  Episcopal  Court  of  Wells,  contain  no  devise  or  bequest  of  Freehold 
or  Leasehold  property,  and  that  the  Administration  of  Elizabeth  Biggs, 
(Gibbs?)  of  Frome,  granted  by  the  Consistorial  Episcopal  Court  of  Wells  in 
1762,  was  sworn  under  £300.  And  I hereby  further  certify  that  the  Consis- 
torial Archideaconal  Court  of  Wells  and  the  Consistorial  Episcopal  Court  of 
Wells  are  the  only  two  Courts  where  the  Wills  can  be  proved  or  the  Letters 
of  Administration  to  the  effects  granted  of  persons  dying  at  Frome  or  the  im-" 
mediate  neighbourhood  thereof,  and  that  on  reading  over  the  Wills  of  the 
said  Ann  Gibbs,  Edward  Gibbs  and  John  Gibbs,  my  impression  is  that  neith-^ 
er  of  these  died  possessed  of  any  considerable  property.  W^itness  my  hand 
this  23d  day  of  September,  1847.  E.  PARFITT,  Dep.  Reg. 

I afterwards  searched  at  the  Prerogative  Office,  Doctors’  Com- 
mons, in  London,  for  wills  and  administrations  of  individuals  by  the 
name  of  Gibbs,  who  died  in  Somersetshire.  (For  if  a Gibbs  dy- 
ing in  Frome  had  left  stock  in  the  Bank  of  England,  his  will  or  ad- 
mimistration  could  be  found  at  the  Prerogative  Office,  in  London.) 
Notwithstanding  I searched  the  records  for  several  years  before  as 
well  as  after  this  large  property  was  said  to  have  been  left  by  Wil- 
liam Gibbs,  I could  find  no  letter  of  Administration  granted  on  a 
Gibbs  estate  from  Somersetshire,  and  only  oiie  ivill  of  a Gibbs  from 
Somersetshire.  This  was  the  will  of  William  Gibbs,  and  was  re- 
corded 1804.  He  devised  his  property  to  his  sons  and  daughters. 
I also  examined  the  History  of  Frome  in  Collinson’s  Somersetshire, 
but  could  not  there  find  the  name  of  Gibbs  mentioned.  After  hav- 
ing completed  the  before  mentioned  investigations  I was  fully  con- 
vinced that  this  report  of  property  in  Frome,  belonging  to  the 
Gibbs’s  in  U.  S.  A.  was  wholly  without  foundation. 

IL 

“ William  Hopkins  (an  Englishman,)  said  that  Thomas  Gibbs,  of  the  parish 
of  Loom,  in  Somersetshire,  about  one  mile  from  Bath,  died  Nov.,  1840,  and 
left  a large  estate  but  left  no  next  of  kin  to  heir  it,  and  that  Henry  Leon- 
ard, a Clerk  in  Chancery,  No,  18,  Stall  Street,  could  give  information  relative 
to  the  estate.” 

I called  at  No.  18,  Stall  Street,  Bath,  found  it  a paint  shop  and, 
ascertained  that  it  had  not  been  occupied  by  Leonard,  certainly, 
within  the  last  twenty  years.  I looked  in  the  directories  of  Bath, 
but  could  not  find  the  name  of  Henry  Leonard  there.  So  it  seems 
evident  this  Henry  Leonard  of  Stall  Street  was  an  imaginary  be- 
ihg. 

I made  inquiries  in  Bath  for  Loom  parish,  but  was  informed  that 
there  was  no  such  place  near  Bath.  I procured  a map  of  Bath 
and  its  environs : also  a clergy  list,  which  gave  the  names  of  all  the 
parishes  in  England.  By  these  I ascertained  that  there  was  no* 
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such  parish  as  Loom,  near  Bath,  or  even  in  England,  consequently 
this  second  report  proved  false. 

III. 

“ A large  property  was  left  In  Blenheim,  England,  by  one  William  Gibbs, 
for  the  Gi!)bs’s  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  advertisements  ap- 
])carcd  in  the  English  papers  about  1831J  for  the  heirs  of  William  Gibbs  lo 
come  forward  and  prove  their  title  to  this  property.” 

There  is  only  one  Blenheim  in  England,  and  that  is  the  seat  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  A tract  of  Ifind  called  the  Eoyal  Alan- 
or  of  Woodstock,  in  Oxfordshire,  was  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, by  the  King,  for  his  services  at  the  great  battle  of  Blen- 
heim, in  Bavaria,  where  he  gained  a victory  over  the  French  and 
Bavarians,  Aug.  1704.  A palace  was  there  erected  for  him  at  the 
national  expense,  and  the  place  took  the  name  of  Blenheim  from 
the  great  battle.  Consequently  the  third  report  proved  untrue. 

IV. 

“ Sir  Yicary  Gibbs  owned  an  estate  in  Park  Place,  County  of  Kent,  and 
at  his  decease  no  one  was  left  to  claim  this  estate.  Advertisements  were 
made  for  the  next  kin  of  Sir  Yicary  to  come  forward  and  lake  possession  of 
the  estate.” 

If  a man  dies  in  England  leaving  a property  of  any  description, 
and  no  next  of  kin  to  claim  it,  the  Crown  takes  possession  of  it  and 
holds  it  in  trust.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  then  advertises  for 
the  next  of  kin  or  heirs  at  law,  to  come  forward  and  prove  their  title 
to  the  property.  I searched  the  Heirs  at  Law  advertisements  insert- 
ed in  the  London  Gazette,  where  Government  and  Chancery  ad- 
vertisements usually  appear.  But  I could  find  no  advertisement 
for  a Gibbs  or  the  next  of  kin  of  a Gibbs  which  had  been  here  in- 
serted within  the  last  60  years.  From  this  it  was  evident  the  es- 
tate in  Park  Place  coiild  not  have  been  left  as  reported.  After 
having  made  the  above  search  I ascertained  that  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs 
was  born  at  Exeter  in  the  County  of  Devon,  1750.  Becoming  a 
distinguished  lawyer,  he  was  Knighted  by  the  King  in  or  about  the 
year  1814.  He  was  Attorney  General  in  1809  : retired  from  of- 
fice in  1816,  and  died  1820,  leaving  a wife  and  daughter — lady 
Pelkington.  I saw  his  will  at  the  Doctors’  Commons  in  London. 
He  made  a bequest  of  £1,000  or  more  to  his  wife,  £30,000  to 
his  daughter  Lady  Pelkington,  besides  several  small  bequests  to 
others.  Ko  mention  was  made  in  his  will  of  Park  Place. 

V. 

. “ There  was  many  Unclaimed  Dividends  of  Stock  iStanding  in  the  name 
of  Gibbs  in  the  Bank  of  England.” 
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I procured  a complete  list  of  the  Unclaimed  Dividends  in  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  found  the  following : 

COJTSOLS. 

Gibb  Mary,  Green  bank,  St.  George’s  East,  Widow,  first  dividend  be- 

, came  due  July  1819,  7 dividends  due. 

Gibbs  Charles  and  Henry  Gibbs,  both  of  Old  Broad  Street,  Gents.  JaUo 
1807  -32 

Gibb  William,  Adam  st.,  Oxford  st.  Gent.  July  1814  -17, 

Gibbs  Thomas,  and  George  Gibbs  both  of  Half  Moon  Street  Picadily, 
Seedsman  Jan.  1817.-12. 

CONSOLIDATED  LONG  ANNUITIES. 

Gibbs  Joseph,  Catherine  Street,  Pimlico,  Gent.,  5th  April  1826. 

CONSOLIDATED  EOUK  PER  CENT  ANNUITIES. 

Gibbs  Kev.  Philip  Longmead,  Brewer,  dec.  William  Pearce  Silver- 
smith, and  Nicholas  Gibbs,  Mercer,  all  of  Plymouth,  Oct  1817-11. 

NEW  THREE  POUNDS  TEN  SHILLINGS  PER  CENT  ANNUITIES. 

Gibbs  Ann,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  Spinster,  Jan.  1828. 

Gibbs  John,  Surgeon  in  the  Eoyal  Navy,  Jan.  1822.” 

I tried  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  these  Dividends  Unclaimed, 
by  direct  application  at  the  Bank,  but  could  there  get  ho  informa- 
tion concerning  them.  Afterwards  I employed  an  individual  to  try 
to  get  this  information  for  me.  Through  him  I understood  the  a- 
mount  of  Unclaimed  Dividends  remaining  in  the  Bank,  standing  in 
the  name  of  Gibbs  was  small. 

VI. 

Many  advertisements  had  at  different  times  appeared  in  England  for 
Gibbs’s  to  come  forward  and  prove  title  to  unclaimed  property  in  Bngland.” 

There  is  an  office  in  London  where  advertisements  for  heirs, 
next  of  Kin,  Legatees,  &c.,  have  been  registered  for  above  100 
years  past.  The  charges  for  copies  of  these  advertisements  are  as 
follows : 


If  advertised  within  two  years, 
“ above  two  years, 

£2 

“ above  five  years, 

£S 

above  ten  years, 

£4 

“ above  twenty  years, 

£5 

I procured  from  this  Office  the  following  abstracts  or  descrip- 
tions of  all  the  Gibbs  advertisements  there  registered. 

“ Thomas  Gibbs,  of  Bermondsey,  Shipwright,  who  was  living  about  1687, 
His  heir  at  law  or  legal  representatives  may  hear  of  something  greatly  to 
their  advantage.” 

“ [Appeared  above  70  years  since.]” 

“John  Gibbs,  son  of  Matthew  Gibbs,  late  of  Bruton,  Somersetshire  wanted.'*’ 
“ [About  60  years  since.]” 

Henry  Gibbs,  son  of  Henry  Gibbs,  of  Cranbrooke,  Essex,  wanted.” 

“ [About  60  years  since.}” 
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“ Mary  Gibbs,  wbo  was  servant  to  Mr.  Bouregans,  Blyboro,  Lincoln,  de- 
ceased. The  next  of  Kin  of  her  nephews  John  Tracy,  late  of  Grayingham,  Lin- 
colnshire, Watch  Chaser,  and  kept  a public  house  afterwards  at  Sniithlield, 
London,  may  hear  of  something  to  their  advantage.” 

“ [About  50  years  since.]” 

“ Ann  Gibbs,  who  was  cousin  of  Mary  Budd  late  of  Dodswell,  Herts,  spin- 
ster, deceased  to  come  forward  and  claim  a legacy.” 

“ [About  130  years  since.]” 

“ Betsy  Gibbs,  formerly  servant  to  Mr.  Field,  and  late  residing  at  George 
Street  Camberwell.  Her  next  kin  wanted.” 

“ [About  5 years  since.]” 

“ Cecilia  Gibbs,  niece  of  Francis  Lippencott,  may  hear  of  something  to  her 
advantage.  “ [About  two  years  since.]” 

I tliouglit  it  advisable  not  to  incur  tlie  great  expense  of  procur- 
ing copies  of  these  advertisements  until  I had  tried  faithfully  to 
procure  information  from  other  sources  relative  to  the  persons  there 
named. 

I took  it  for  granted  that  if  the  persons  named  in  the  advertise- 
ments vrere  possessed  of  a large  property  they  would  be  persons  of 
so  much  distinction  that  they  could  be  easily  traced. 

I therefore  tried  to  trace  them  by  wills,  administrations,  histo- 
ries of  the  places  where  they  were  said  to  have  resided,  &c.  But  I 
could  not  find  the  names  of  any  of  them  mentioned,  excepting  John 
Gibbs,  son  of  Matthew  Gibbs,  of  Bruton.  By  the  records  at  Wells 
I found  that  in  1724,  a guardian  was  appointed  over  John  Gibbs, 
the  son  oflMatthew  Gibbs,  late  of  Bruton,  but  I could  not  find  the 
will  or  letters  of  Administration,  granted  on  Matthew’s  estate,  which 
would  probably  have  appeared,  had  he  died  possessed  of  property 
to  any  considerable  amount. 

vn. 

“ Sir  George  Gibbs  of  England,  was  prosecuting  a suit  in  Chancery  for  the 
recovery  of  a large  property,  then  in  the  possession  of  Col.  Sibthorp,  M.  P.” 

After  considerable  inquiry,  I found  the  residence  of  Sir  George 
S.  Gibbs,  was  Cheltenliam,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester.  I wrote 
him  making  inquiries  after  the  genealogies  of  the  different  branches 
of  the  Gibbs  family,  in  England,  also  inquiring  of  him  whether  he 
had  ever  instituted  any  suit  for  the  recovery  of  a property,  possess- 
ed by  Col.  Sibthorp,  M.  P. 

I received  from  him  the  following  reply : 

“ Sir  ; — I beg  to  acknowledge  your  letter,  and  to  say  that  I intend  examining 
the  subject  in  it,  in  respect  to  the  Gibbs  pedigree,  having  collected  much  informa- 
tion regarding  that  family. 

I have  not  instituted  any  suit  whatever  about  the  property  to  which  you  allude, 
and  I believe  there  is  no  other  Sir  George  Gibbes. 

I am  Sir  yours  Obediently, 

Cheltenham,  Sept.  29th,  1847.  GEO.  S.  GIBBES.” 

I also  received  the  following,  bearing  date  30th  Sept.  1847. 

“ Sir — I have  such  a mass  of  papers  belonging  to  the  Genealogy  'of  the  Gibbes 
family,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  any  satisfactory  abstract  of  them— Be- 
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sides  as  I am  about  to  leave  Cheltenham  for  Sid  mouth  in  Devonshire,  about  the 
middle  of  October,  I can  only  find  time  to  say  that  I will  keep  back  my  portfolio 
of  these  papers,  all  or  any  of  which  you  might  copy,  should  you  be  able  to  come 
to  Cheltenham  before  I leave  it.  I am  your  Obt,  Servt, 

Columbus  Smith,  Esq.  GEO.  S.  GIBBES. 

My  present  direction  is  Sir  Geo.  S.  Gibbes,  No.  2,  Ariel  Place,  Cheltenham.” 

The  first  of  the  above  letters  of  Sir  George,  showed  conclusively 
that  the  reported  Chancery  suit,”  instituted  by  Sir  George  Gibbs, 
existed  only  in  the  iiBagination. 

I called  on  Sir  George  at  his  residence  in  Cheltenham.  I found 
he  had  taken  much  pains  in  collecting  information,  relative  to  the 
Gibbs  family,  both  of  England  and  America.  I must  here  acknowl- 
edge myself  much  indebted  to  Sir  George  S,  Gibbes,  for  information 
furnished  me  relative  to  the  Gibbs  family. 

While  in  Gloucestershire,  I ascertained  that  there  was  a large 
property  called  the  Manor  of  Instow,  near  Bideford,  in  the  county 
of  Devon,  England,  which  had  been  reported  to  belong  to  some  one 
or  more  of  the  Gibbs  family,  and  that  this  property  had  been  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  family  since  1795.  I also  understood  that  at 
times  tenants  living  on  this  property  had  refused  to  pay  their  rents  to 
the  lessor,  assigning  as  a reason, that  the  lessor  had  no  title  to  the  prop- 
erty— and  that  an  advertisement  had  appeared  for  Gibbs’s  heirs 
to  come  forward  and  show  title  to  the  property.  After  considera- 
ble inquiry,  I found  the  advertisement,  and  procured  the  following 
copy. 

“ Notice.  Any  descendant  of  the  Gibbs’s  of  Bristol,  by  showing  their  prop- 
er claim  to  the  Manor  of  Instow,  in  Devonshire,  will  be  put  in  possession  of 
part  by  paying  all  expenses. 

Application  to  be  made  to  Mr,  Wm.  Cann,  No.  9 Morice  Square.  Da- 
venport.” 

The  above  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Alfred  of  Tuesday 
Jan.  15th,  1828.  I understood  Mr.  Cann,  to  whom  reference  is 
given  above,  held  a part  of  the  Manor  of  Instow  at  the  time  this 
advertisement  was  made ; but  he  is  now  'nowhere  to  be  heard  of  at 
Davenport. 

After  I heard  this  report  of  the  property  of  Instow,  and  saw  the 
advertisement  relative  to  it,  I became  thoroughly  convinced  that 
this  must  be  the  main  property  which  had  caused  the  numerous  re^ 
ports  to  be  circulated  in  this  country,  relative  to  the  Gibbs  prop- 
erty in  England,  and  I directed  my  investigations  accordingly. 

The  Manor  of  Instow,  is  situated  in  the  north-western  part  of 
Devonshire,  near  Bideford.  It  is  a large  tract  of  land  having  ma- 
ny dwellings  upon  it,  and  is  a watering  place,  of  considerable  resort 
for  the  people  of  Bideford  and  its  environs.  This  Manor  (as  near 
as  I could  ascertain,)  is  worth  about  $500,000.  It  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Col.  Cleveland,  formerly  called  Willet.  He  purchased 
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the  property  of  the  Sihthorps  in  or  about  1819.  Report  says  that 
the  Sibthorp  title  to  the  property  at  that  time,  was  supposed  to  be 
defective,  and  that  they  were  obliged  to  give  Willet  papers  to  im 
demnify  him. 

A copy  of  the  following  deposition  was  furnished  me  by  Henry 
H.  Gibbs  of  London. 

“ Francis  Spicer  of  the  parish  of  Instow,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  maketh  oath 
and  saith  that  he  well  knew,  and  was  acquainted  with  Humphrey  Sibthorp,  a Doc- 
tor in  Medicine,  who  resided  at  an  estate  called  Fullencotc,  in  the  Parish  of  In- 
stow, aforesaid,  and  who  was  in  the  habit  of  frequently  coming  to  an  estate  where- 
on said  deponent  then  resided,  called  Cow  Barn,  and  on  one  particular  occasion,  de- 
ponent well  remembers  that  the  said  Humphrey  Sibthorp,  who  was  at  that  time  in 
possession  of  all  and  singular  the  Manor  of  Instow,  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was 
one  of  the  coheiresses  of  John  Gibbs,  merchant,  bcin^  questioned  as  to  whom  the 
said  Manor  of  Instow  would  descend  after  his,  (Hutnphrey  Sibthorps,)  decease, 
and  whether  his  son  by  a former  marriage  known  as  Col.  Sibthorp  would  be  enti- 
tled thereto  (as  son  of  John  Sibthorp  by  his  then  wife  was  dead.)  he  the  said  Hum- 
phrey Sibthorp  then  stated  in  deponent’s  j)resence  that  his  said  son. the  said  Col.  Sib- 
thor])  would  never  be  entitled  to  the  said  Manor  of  Instow,  but  that  after  his,  the 
said  Humphrey  Sibthorp’s  decease,  the  said  Manor  of  Instow  must  revert  to  the 
Gibbs’s,  as  it  was  so  stated  by  his  Humphrey  Sibthorp’s  marriage  settlement  with  said 
IMiss  Gibbs,  and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  has  on  many  occasions  heard 
said  Humphrey  Sibthorp  declare  that  the  said  Manor  of  Instow  must  return  to  the 
Gibbs’s,  and  that  the  said  Humphrey  Sibthorp’s  family  could  never  legally  possess 
or  enjoy,  or  be  entitled  to  it.  ) 

Sworn  at  InstoAv  aforesaid,  having  been  first  read  ) The  FRANCIS 

over  and  explained  to  said  Francis  Spicer,  this  18th  [ mark 

day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  | of  SPICER, 

thirty-four,  Before^^me  Wahwick  Allaxt,  ) 
a Master  extra  &c.”  ) 

Lyson  in  Lis  history  of  Devonsliire  says  : 

“ Instow  belonged  till  1345  to  the,  family  of  St.  John’s,  afterwards  the 
property  of  Sir  Richard  Ilankford.  It  was  granted  to  Wm.  Lord  Howard  in 
1586.  It  afterwards  belonged  to  Copleston’s.  In  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century,  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Gibbs’s,  one  of  the  co-heircsses  of  "which 
was  the  second  wife  of  Humphrey  Sibthorp,  M.  D.,  sometime  professor  of 
botany  in  the  University  of  Oxford.  His  son,  in  "whose  favor  he  had  resign- 
ed the  professorship,  became  possessed  of  this  Manor  in  right  of  his  mother, 
and  dying  before  his  father,  bequeathed  the  estate  to  him.  This  Manor  with 
the  Manors  of  Bickleton  and  Fullencote  was  sold  in  1819  by  his  grandson, 
Coningsby  Waldo  Sibthorp,  Esq.,  M.  P.  to  Augustus  Saltren  Willet,  Esq.” 

The  will  of  J ohn  Sibthorp,  only  child  of  Humphrey  Sibthorp  by 
his  second  y’ife,  was  recorded  at  the  Doctors’  Commons,  London, 
1796.  Ho  mention  is  made  of  Instow  in  his  will.  He  appointed 
three  executors  to  whom  he  he  gave  £300  each.  He  devised  to 
his  brother  and  sisters  £100  each,  to  Oxford  University,  all  his 
books,  flowers  collected  in  Greeqe,  drawings  &c.,  to  trustees,  alibis 
freehold  property  m the  Manor  of  Sutton,  worth  about  £300  per 
year,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  printing  of  his  work  on  Greek  flow- 
ers, Hvo  or  three  vol.  folio,  also  to  the  establishment  of  a professor- 
ship of  Rural  Economy  at  Oxford.  All  the  rest  of  his  property, 
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ibotli  real  and  personal,  (not  naming  what  it  was,)  he  willed  to 
his  father  Humphrey  Sib  thorp. 

Many  of  the  Gibbs’s  in  England,  appear  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Instow  property  now  legally  belongs  to  some  of  the  Gibbs’s. 
Many  of  them  have  been  trjung  to  trace  out  their  genealogy,  undoubt- 
edly for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  theirs  might  not  be 
a good  title  to  this  property.  From  various  sources,  such  as  histories, 
nianuscripts,  wills  and  tombstones,  I ascertained,  that  the  Manor  of 
Instow,  once  belonged  to  Peter  Specot  of  Thornbury,  Devon- 
shire, England,  from  him  it  went  into  the  possession  of  his  daughter 
Mary,  who  married  John  Harrington  of  Kelston,  Somersetshire.  She 
died  1660,  and  left  issue.  One  of  her  daughters  named  Dionesia, 
married  — Long,  and  died  without  issue,  1745.  Another  of  her 
daughters,  named  Elizabeth,  married  Henry  Gibbs,  of  Bristol,  Eng. 
The  above  named  Dionesia  and  Elizabeth  appear  to  have  inherited 
from  their  mother  the  Manor  of  Instow.  From  their  possession,  it 
went  into  the  possession  of  Harrington  Gibbs  and  John  Gibbs,  sons 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  above  named.  Harrington  Gibbs  died 
1782.  Afterwards  the  whole  manor  came  to  John  Gibbs ; from 
him  it  went  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Gibbs,  who  married  Hum- 
phrey Sib  thorp  and  had  by  him  issue  only  one  child,  viz:  John 
Sibthorp. 

One  of  my  correspondents  from  Devonshire,  wrote  me  as  follows  : 

“ There  is  a man  residing  in  Bideford  Devon,  who  knows  a great  deal  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  family  which  is  connected  with  the  property  of  Henry  and  John  Gibbg 
^nd  the  Sibthorps,  by  the  name  of  Vickery. — He  is,  I believe,  a Blacksmith.” 

I wrote  to  Mr.  Vickery  on  the  subject  and  received  the  following 
reply,  dated  at  Bideford,  Nov.  16th  1847. 

Dear  Sir — I acknov/ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  15th  insl.  Sir,  I 
do  not  think  proper  to'  communicate  to  you  on  paper.  By  a personal  interview  I 
might  answer  the  particulars  .of  yo.ur  inquiry.  I am,  Sir, 

Your  Ob’t  Serv’t,  James  Vickery.” 

I also  received  from  him  the  following  : 

“Bideford,  Nov.  18th,  1847. 

Dear  Sir — Being. busy  when  I received  your  letter  I could  not  look  much  into 
the  particulars.  Since  I have  looked  over  its  contents. 

Sir,  Instow  is  about  two  miles  from  Bideford.  About  eight  to  ten  years  back  I 
bought  a small  portion  of  Instow  Manor,  and  waited  abo,ut  fifteen  months  for  a 
title,  but  could  not  get  a clear  one.  At  last  I gave  it  up.  You  can  give  some  ac- 
count, I find  of  the  family.  Dionesia  Harrington  married  with  one  Calthorp  Long, 
and  Henry  Gibbs  married  with  Elizabeth.  Their  father  John  Harrington,  married  the 
daughter  of  .Peter  Specott,  1654.  She  died  1660.  I think  I can  get  the  lineal  de- 
scent of  the  family  from  the  marriage  of  John  Harrington  and  Mary  Specott,  the 
father  and  mother  of  Elizabeth  Gibbes  and  Dionecia  Long,  back  even  to  their  grand 
father,  and  up  to  the  selling  tne  property  to  Mr.  Willett  or  Col,  Cleveland  as  he 
is  now  called.  I think  I can  tell  you  where  John  Harrington  and  Mary  Specott 
were  married,  where  they  lived  after  marriage  and  where  Gibbes  and  Long  lived 
after  marriage,  by  documents  I have  seen,  but  nothing  will  be  shown  until  the  per- 
son is  paid  a sum  of  money  in  hand  and  a document  given  by  the  heir,  that  if  the 
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property  be  gained  to  have  a percentage  paid  him  out  of  every  £100  gained,  what- 
ever the  property  gained  is  valued. 

It  has  cost  a deal  of  money  and  labour  getting  the  documents  and  information. 

The  Spccots  weie  a great  family. 

If  you  think  proper  you  will  mcr^tipn  what  sum  of  money  you  should  like  to 
give,  and  the  percentage  like>vise.  Sir  your  obt.  servt.  Jas.  Vickery. 

As  I had  not  the  power  to  bargain  with  Mr.  Vickerj  according 
to  his  requirements,  I made  no  further  effort  to  possess  his  inform- 
ation. 

A short  time  before  I left  England  I was  informed  by  gentle- 
men from  Earnstahle  near  Instow,  that  it  w^as  the  general  opinion 
'of  persons  in  that  section  of  the  County  of  Devon,  that  the  Sib- 
thorp  title  to  Instow  was  defective.  They  also  informed  me  that 
there  was  a ]\Irs.  Fisher,  formerly  a bliss  Gibbs,  who  claimed  this 
manor,  and  in  that  neighborhood  was  thought  to  he  the  heiress  to 
the  property.  Being  so  poor  that  she  was  notable  to  carry  on  a suit, 
she  went  last  season  to  London  and  presented  in  person  her  petition 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  has  put  her  case  in  a proper  train  for 
further  proceedings.  I wrote  to  James  Fisher,  the  husband  of  the 
claimant,  requesting  him  to  inform  me  through  whom  Mrs.  Fisher 
claimed  this  property.  He  refused  to  give  any  information  on  the 
subject,  stating  he  had  been  so  advised.  The  claim  of  birs.  Fisher 
may  he  good,  but  considering  the  circumstances  it  seems  hardly 
possible.  For  her^e  the  claimant  is  and  has  been  for  along  time,  if 
not  always,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  property  ; and  had  her 
claim  to  the  property  been  a good  one,  she  would  have  found  many 
long  before  this,  who  w^ould  gladly  have  assisted  her  in  prosecuting 
her  claim. 

It  appears  evident,  that  the  manor  of  Instow,  besides  consider- 
able other  property,  which  w^as  owned  by  a Gibbs  family  who  for- 
merly resided  in  Bristol,  England,  went  out  of  the  possession  of  this 
family  the  last  of  the  last  century.  It  also  seems  to  be  generally 
believed  that  the  legal  title  to  this  property  has  never  passed  from 
the  Gibbs’s.  If  this  is  the  case,  (which  I verily  believe)  the  ques- 
tion arises  who  are,  the  legal  heirs  of  the  pei^n  last  legally  seized 
of  this  property.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  this  I tried  to 
trace  out  the  genealogy  of  the  Gibbes  family  who  were  once  the 
legal  owners  of  this  property.  But  on  account  of  the  limited  state 
of  funds  remaining  in  my  hands  after  having  found  the  property 
said  to  belong  to  the.  Gibbs’s,  I could  make  but  a very  imperfect 
investigation  of  this  point,  and  was  unable  to  ascertain  for  a cer- 
tainty the  ancestors  of  Henry  Gibbes,  a merchant  and  Alderman  of 
Bristol,  the  lineal  ancestor  of  the  Gibbes’s  owning  the  manor  of  In- 
stow. 

Supposing  the  genealogy  of  the  family  who  are  descended 
from  Mary  the  daughter  of  Peter  Specot^  of  Thornbury,  Devon, 
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would  not  prove  uninteresting,  I will  here  give  it,  so  far  as  I am 
able. 

I.  Peter  Specoi  of  Thornburj,*  Irl  Bevonsliire,  was  tlie  son  and 
heir  of  Sir  John  Specot  of  Thorriburj.  He  married  Anne, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Mallet,  and  had  issue  daughters,  coheir- 
esses. 

II.  Mary  Specot,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Peter  Specot,  married 
John  Harrington  of  Kelston,f  in  Somersetshire. 

She  died  1660,  and  was  buried  at  Kelston.  Near  the  com- 
munion table  in  St.  Nicholas  Church  at  Kelston  is  a monu- 
ment, on  which  is  inscribed,  Hie  jacet  Maria  uxor  Johannis 
Harrington,  armigeri,  filia  Petri  Specot,  de  Thornburj,  in 
Comitat.  Devon,  armigeri,  quae  obiit  25.  Aug.,  Ao.  Domini 
1660.” 

John  Harrington,  by  his  wife  Mary,  had  the  following  children, 
viz : 

III.  1.  Elizabeth  Harrington,  of  whom  hereafter. 

2.  John  Harrington  died  1674,  and  was  buried  at  Kelston.  The 
following  is  his  monumental  inscription  in  the  parish  church  at 
Kelston.  ‘‘  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Harrington,  son  of 
John  Harrington  Esq,  and  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  and  co-heir 
of  Peter  Specot,  of  Thornbury,in  Devon,  Esq.,  who  died  the 
20th  day  of  February,  1674.” 

2.  George  Harrington  died  1665.  The  following  is  the  inscrip- 
tion on  his  Monument  at  Kelston.  Hie  jacit  Georgius  Har- 
rington, generosus  filius  tertius  natu  J ohannis  Harrington  mil- 
itis  qui  oWit  7 die  Decembns'  Anno  Domini  1665.” 

4.  Isabella  Harrington  living  1743,  as  appears  from:  the  will  of 
her  sister  Diones  in  Long. 

5.  Alice  Harrington,  the  wife  of  — Fackenham,  died  May  2d 
1742,  aged  71  years.  She  was  buried  at  Kelston,  and  a tomb 
stone  was  there  erected  to  her  memory. 

6.  Dionesia  Harrington  married  Calthorp  Long,  of  Whadden. 
She  died  without  issue  1744.  The  following  inscription  is  on 

’'Thornbury  is  in  the  hundred  of  Black  Torrington.  The  manor  passed  to  the  Specot  family  from 
Le  Cornu  by  marriage. 

tThe  manor  of  Kelston,  with  those  of  Bath  Easton  and  Katherine,  and  the  Capital  mes- 
suages, called  Katherine’s  Court,  King  Henry  VIII,  in  the  38th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  Ethel- 
dred  Malte,  his  natural  daughter,  Etheldred  married  John  Harrington,  the  King's  confidential 
servant.  Collinson,  in  his  history  of  Somersetshire,  says ; “John  Harrington,  (the  husband  of 
Etheldred,  before  mentioned)  was  progenitor  of  a very  respectable  family,  of  whom  were  several 
persons  of  learning  and  erudition,  particularly  his  son,  Sir  John  Harrington,  Knight,  the  celebrated 
translator  of  Ariosto’s  Orlando  Furioso,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.”  The  chief 
residence  of  the  Harrington  family  was  Kelston,  until  the  last  of  the  last  century  it  was  sold  to 
Caesar  Hawkins,  Bart.  This  family  probably  had  a town  residence  at  Bristol.  Barret,  in  h's 
history  of  Bristol,  p 230,  says,  “The  day  before  the  City  of  Bristol  was  taken,  all  the  family 
plate  of  John  Harrington  of  Kelston  was  removed  into  Bristol  Castle,  among  which  was  a large 
golden  font  presented  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  his  God-nibthfer.” 
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her  tomb  stone  In  tbe  parish  church  at  Marshfield.*  “ Interred 
near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Dionesia  Long,  widow  of  Cal- 
thorp  Long,  of  Whadden,  in  the  County  of  AVilts,  Esq.,  and 
daughter  of  John  Harrington,  of  Kelston,  in  the  County  of 
Somerset,  Esq.,  who  departed  this  fife  Dec.  4th,  1744,  aged 
8G.” 

Dionesia  Long  appears  to  hate  possessed  considerable  proper- 
ty. Samuel  Risdon  says,  in  his  history  of  Gloucestershire:  ‘*Mrs. 
Dionesia  Long  gave  an  estate  of  ^.29  a year  in  Frampton  Cot- 
terel,  and  another  of  £26  a year  in  Iron  Acton,  purchased  in 
1731,  and  £900  in  South  Sea  Annuities  with  which  a school 
is  endowed,  and  20  boys  .have  their  clothing  and  education,  6 
widows  receive  six  pounds  per  year.’^ 

The  will  of  Dionesia  Long,  a widow  of  Bath,  was  made 
1743,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court,  Doctors’  Commons 
in  London,  1745.,  By  this  will  she  devised  £250  to  her  sis- 
ter Isabella  Harrington,  £250  to  Diones,  Dorothy  and  Hel- 
ena, daughters  of  her  brother  Henry  Harrington,  Esq.,  and 
£250  to  her  nephews,  sons  of  Rev.  Thomas  Taylot,  of  Bris- 
tol. She  devised  all  her  lands,  tenements  and  Hereditaments 
which  were  in  Devonshire  to  her  nephew  John  Gibbes,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever.  She  appointed  Mrs.  Diones  Gibbs’  her 
sole  executrix. 

7.  Henry  Harrington  married  and  had  issue,  three  daughters,' 
viz  : Dorothy,  Helena  and  Diones,  all  living  1743. 

8.  Helena,  married—died  Dec.  16,  1748,  aged  67,  and  was 
buried  at  Kelston. 

.Elizabeth  Harrington^  the  daughter  of  John  Harrington,  before 
mentioned,  married  Henry  Gibbes,  a Merchant,  and  Alderman 
of  the  City  of  Bristol.  She  was  buried  in  the  north  aisle  of 
the  parish  church  of  Marshfield,  in  Gloucestershire ; upon 
her  monument  is  the  folloAving  inscription^ — Here  lieth  the 
body  of  Elizabeth  Gibbes,  relict  of  Alderman  Henry  Gibbes 
of  the  City  of  Bristol,  merchant,  and  eldest  daughter  of  John 
Harrington,  Esq.,  of  Kelston,  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  who 
departed  this  life  12th  Oct.,  1723  A.  D.,  aged  67  years.” 

Henry  Gibbes,  by  Ehzabeth  his  wife  had  the  following  children, 
viz : 

IV.  1.  Harrington  Gibbes^  a merchant  of  Bristol,  died  1732  and 
was  buried  at  Kelston.  His  will  was  proved  in  the  Preroga- 
tive Court  m London,  1732.  He  willed  several  pounds  to  his 

^Marshfield  was  the  upper  division  of  the  hundred  of  Thombury,  situated  seven  miles  from 
Bath.  William  Gorslet  was  Lord  of  the  manor  1608  ; from  him  it  descended  to  John  Harrington, 
of  Kelston.  It  subsequently  was  purchased  by  Codrington.  One  Wm.  Gibbs  aiid  others  wer« 
Seized  of  two  Messuages  in  Marshfield  in  trust  for  the  Abbey. 
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^isters  Hannah  Gibbes  and  Diones  Gibbes,  of  Bristol ; also 
to  his  sisters  Mrs.  Knight  and  Mrs.  Tailor,  and  his  aunt  Mrs. 
Dionesia  Long  for  to  procure  for  themselves  mourning ; to  his 
brother  J ohn  Gibbes  and  wife  to  procure  mourning  for  them- 
selves and  children.  He  appointed  his  sister  Diones  Gibbes, 
his  sole  executrix,  to  whom  he  willed  his  dwelling  house  in  St. 
Philip’s  parish  in  the  city  of  Bristol.  He  left  £10  for  his 
god-daughter  Elizabeth  Gibbes,  the  daughter  of  his  brother 
John  G-ibbas.  He  willed  to  his  brother  John  Gibbes,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever,  all  liis  part  or  moiety  of  the  Manors  of 
Instow  and  Bearwood,  with  advowsons,  &c. 

2.  Henry  Gibbes,  a merchant  near  Bristol,  died  1720.  His 
will  is  recorded  in  Bristol ; he  made  it  in  the  Island  of  Jar 
maica.  By  this  will  he  gave  something  to  his  brother  Har- 
rington Gibbes  then  in  Jamaica,  also  something  to  his  broth- 
er John,  to  his  sisters  Jane,  Hannah  and  Ann  Gibbes. 

3.  Ann  Gibbes  is  mentioned  in  her  brother  Henry  Gibbes’s 
will,  1720. 

4.  Diones  Gibbes  of  Bristol,  died  unmarried.  She  appears  to 
have  been  possessed  of  considerable  property.*  Her  will  was 
proved  at  the  Prerogative  Court  in  London,  1750,  by  her  sis- 
ter Hannah  Gibbes  of  Bristol,  whom  she  appointed  her  sole 
executrix*  Tliis  will  was  made  1746.  She  desired  her  body 
to  be  placed  in  a tomb,  which  she  had  built,  near  her  broth- 
er Harrington  Gibbes,  at  Kelston.  She  devised  something  to 
to  the  poor  of  St.  Philip’s  parish  at  Bristol,  several  hundred 
pounds  to  her  sister  Mrs.  Leigh,  some  plate  to  her  cousin.  Rev. 
— Gibbes.  She  left  considerable  real  estate  to  trustees  in 
trust  for  her  three  sisters  Hannah  Gibbes,  Helena  Hart  and 
Jane  Tailor,  to  her  brother  John  Gibbes  a merchant  of  Lon- 
don, she  bequeathed  her  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments 
in  Gloucestershire,  and  to  her  brother  John  Gibbes’s  two 
daughters  Elizabeth  Gibbes  and  ■—  Gibbes  a few  pounds. 

5.  Jane  Gibbes  married  Rev.  Thomas  Tailor  of  Bristol.  They 
had  issue.  She  was  living  1746. 

6.  — a daughter,  married  a Mr.  Knight.  She  is  mentioned 
in  her  brother  Harrington  Gibbes’s  will  1732. 

7.  Hannah  Gibbes,  executrix  of  her  sister  Diones'Gibbes  1745. 

8.  Elizabeth  Gibbes  married  a — Leigh  and  had  issue.  She 
with  three  of  her  daughters  were  living  1746. 

♦ In  a history  of  Bristol,  it  is  stated  that  Mrs.  Diones  Gibbes  gave  fifty  pounds  to  the  minister 
9I  St.  Philip’s  Parish  1733  to  preach  a sermon  in  memory  of  her  brother  Harrington  Gibbes,  ^ 
merchant  of  that  city. 
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IV.  9.  John  Gibhes,  a merchant  of  the  city  of  London,  possessed 
the  Manor  of  Instow,  and  one  half  of  the  Manor  of  Bearwood, 
besides  considerable  real  estate  in  and  near  Bristol.  He  mar- 
ried and  had  issue,  two  daughters.  He  was  living  1746. 

It  is  possible  that  there  Avere  other  children,  issue  of  Hen- 
ry Gibbes  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  besides  those  named  above. 

V.  JJIizaheth  Gibbes  one  of  the  daughters  of  John  Gibbes  before 
named,  married  Humphrey  Sibthorp,  Prof,  of  botany  at  Ox- 
ford University.  She  Avas  the  second  Avife  of  Humphrey 
Sibthorp,  and  had  issue,  only  one  child  ; auz.  John  Sibthorp. 

One  of  the  daughters  of  John  Gibbes  I could  not  trace  after 
1746,  A\dien  she  Avas  mentioned  in  the  Avill  of  her  Aunt  Diones 
Gibbes  of  Bristol. 

VI.  John  Sibthorp^  Prof,  of  Botany  at  Oxford  University,  son  of 
Humphrey  Sibthorp  and  and  his  Avife  Elizabeth ^ died  Avithout 
issue,  1795. 

The  Gibbs  family  in  England  is  a very  ancient  one.  The  ances- 
tors of  this  family  are  said  to  have  come  into  England  aa  ith  V¥illiam 
the  Conqueror,  and  settled  in  Brittany  or  Normandy,  in  the  eleventh 
century.  The  branches  of  this  family  aftenvards  separating  set- 
tled in  the  counties  of  Devon,  Kent,  WarAAdck,  and  Somerset ; from 
Avhicli  is  sprung  a very  numerous  family,  now  widely  scattered  over 
Great  Britain,  and  America.  Betham  in  his  Baronetage  says  : 

“ The  presumption  of  the  original  settlement  of  this  family,  in  Britaty,  or 
Normandy,  is  eonlirmed  by  the  evidence  of  French  Authors.  According  to 
Moreri,  llobert  de  Guibe  son  of  Adonet  de  Guibe,  a gentleman  of  Brittany,  was 
appointed  to  tlie  bishopric  of  Treguin  in  1483  ; Translated  to  that  of  Ben- 
nes,  in  1502,  and  thence  to  the  Arclicpiscopal  see  of  Nantes  in  1506.  Louis 
XII  sent  him  as  ambassador  to  Rome  when  he  was  raised  to  the  Cardinalate 
by  Pope  Julius  II,  and  died  1513.  The  transition  of  the  spelling  of  the  sur- 
name from  Guibe  to  Gib,  Gibe  and  Gibbe,  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
ditference  between  the  English  and  the  French  pronunciation  ; and  in  its 
subsequent  mutations  to  Gibbs  and  Gibbes,  (the  several  variations  appearing 
among  the  records  of  the  Heralds  College,)  it  shared  the  same  fate  with  the 
surname  of  all  the  most  ancient  families  of  the  Kingdom.” 

“ An  ancient  paper  being  in  possession  of  the  family  of  Jenking  Gibbes, 
sometime  resident  at  Falkstone  in  the  county  of  Kent,  confirms  the  opinion  of 
the  antiquity  of  this  family.  It  states  “ that  George  Gibbes,  one  of  his  ances- 
tors, went  into  Gloucestershire,  and  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of 

Purland,  of  Purland,  Esq.,  bearing  for  their  coat  armour,  argent  on  a bend,  sable 
three  marilets  of  the  first,  between  six  midlets  of  the  seeond.  But  upon  the 
application  of  William  Gibbes  (great  grandson  of  the  above  Jenking  Gibbes, 
who  was  descended  from  the  family  of  Gibbes  of  Devonshire)  to  the  College 
of  arms  in  the  year  1574  Robert  Cook  alias  Clarencieux  king  of  Arms,  did, 
on  the  first  day  of  February,  in  that  year  grant,  and  confirm  to  William  Gib- 
bes the  arms  which  had  descended  to  him  from  his  ancesters,  viz : quarterly, 
in  the  first  for  Gibbes,  silver  three  Danish  axes,  sable  : on  the  second,  for  Cham2> 
ni,  two  fnselh,  gides.  And  in  as  much  as  there  was  no  Crest  or  cognisance  to 
tlie  said  arms,  as  commonly  to  such  ancient  arms,  there  belongeth  none,  the 
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gait!  Clarencieux  king  of  arms,  did  assign,  give,  and  grant,  to  these  his  an- 
cient arms,  the  crest  hereafter  following  viz  : Upon  the  helmet,  a wreath  Sil- 
ver and  sable  purjled  gold,  holding  a battle  axe,  mantled,  doubled  silver.” 

‘ In  Sir  William  Pole’s  collection  towards  the  history  of  Devon- 
shire he  observes  that 

“ John  Gibbe  was  possessed  of  the  lands  of  Fenton  in  that  county,  in  the 

year  1377.  His  grandson  John  who  married daughter  of  William 

May,  wrote  his  name  Gibbes.  Their  son  Thomas  who  married  Anne  the 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Courtn(^y,  of  Powderham,  in  Devonshire,  Knt.  re- 
sumed the  former  spelling  of  Gibbe.  These  instances  are  adduced  in  support 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  several  branches  of  this  family  although  dispersed  o- 
ver  different  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  are  undoubtedly  descended  from  a family 
which  existed  in  Brittany  or  Normandy  before,  the  conquest  of  England.” 

“ That  branch  which  was  established  in  the  County  of  Kent  was  invariably 
designated,  Gibbes  from  Jenking  Gibbes  above  named,  down  to  Kobert  Gib- 
bes who  first  settled  in  Barbadoes,  and  went  fromtlience  as^Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  He  was  the  son  of  Stephen  Gibbes  of  Edmondstone  Court, in  Kent.” 

I have  found  different  members  of  the  same  branch  of  this  fam- 
ily often  spell  their  names  differently,  and  the  name  of  the  same 
person  is  spelt  differently  by  different  authors.  Some  members  of 
the  Plonington  family  of  Warwickshire  spelt  the  name  Gibbes,  and 
some  Gibbs.  The  same  is  true  of  the  Bristol  Gibbs  family,-  as  well 
as  ot  hers.  I have  seen  the  name  spelt  in  twelve  different  ways,  viz  : 
In  a register  at  Clyst  St  George,  Devon,  it  is  spelt  Gibs,  in  a will 
Gib  in  a register,  Gibbys  Gybbe  and  Gibbe,  in  a deed  of  purchase 
of  Pitt  Gibb,  and  Gybbs,  witness  to  a deed  1464  Gybbis,  steward 
of  Exeter  in  Devon,  Gybbes,  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  Exeter  Gyb- 
bys,  also  the  more  recent  way  of  spelling  the  name  Gibbes  and  Gibbs. 

Very  many  distinguished  men  have  descended  from  this  family  : 
Among  whom  we  may  mention  Sir  Henry  Gibbes  of  Folkstone, 
who  died  1696,  Sir  Yicary  Gibbs,  mentioned  before,  Maj.  Gen. 
Gibbs  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hew  Orleans,  Eobert  Gibbes,  Gov.  of 
South  Carolina,  Bight  Hon.  Michael  Gibbs,  Mayor  of  London,  1839, 
Sir  George  S.  Gibbes  of  Sidmouth,  Devon,  Sir  Philip  Gibbs  of  Bar- 
badoes, and  William  Gibbes,  physician  to  Queen  Henrietta  Maria. 
Probably  none  of  this  family  wms  ever  more  renowned  than  James 
Albion  Gibbes,  son  of  William  Gibbes  Doctor  of  Physic  of  Bristol, 
England.  He  was  educated  a Papist,  traveled  over  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  was  afterwards  appointed  a lecturer  on  rhetoric  at 
Home  by  Pope  Alexander  VII.  In  1667,  Leopold  Emperor  of 
Germany,  appointed  him  his  poet  laureate,  at  the  same  time  gave 
him  a golden  chain  and  medal.  This  chain  he  presented  to  the 
University  of  Oxford.  He  spent  considerable  of  his  time  writing 
poetry.  He  wrote  eight  volumes  of  Latin  poems,  which  were  print- 
ed at  Rome  1668.  He  dedicated  his  first  volume  of  poems  to 
Pope  Clement  IX,  after  having  been  admitted  into  his  presence 
and  kissed  his  foot.  He  died  A.  D.  1677,  in  the  67th  year  of  his 
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age,  and  was  burled  in  the  clmrcb  of  St.  Maria  at  Rome.  His 
bust*  was  placed  in  a niche  in  the  Pantheon  at  Rome,  and  over 
the  bust  was  the  following  inscription : D.  0.  M.  Jacobus  Alhanus 

Gibbesius  Doctor  Oxoniensis^  Poeta  Laureatus  Ccesarius  Pontiji- 
cus  EloqupMice  Professor  Emeritus^  Obiit  VI  Kal.  Julii  MDCL- 
XXVII.  M.P.” 

Supposing  the  Gibbs’s  in  this  country  are  not  all  descended  from 
the  same,  but  from  different  branches  of  the  Gibbs  family  in  Eng- 
land, I will  here  subjoin  the  genealogies  of  several  branch- 
es of  this  family  which  I procured  in  England.  It  cannot  be  un- 
interesting to  members  of  the  family. 

These  genealogies  were  collected  from  various  sources,  such  as 
tombsoncs,  parish  registers.  Heralds  College,  in  London  manu- 
scripts, &c.,  &c. 

GENEALOGY  OF  THE  ANCIENT  FAMILY  OF  GIBBS  OF  WARWICK- 
SHIRE, ENGLAND. 

I.  Thomas  Gibbs,  married  and  had  issue,  1st,  John  Gibbs,  from  whom  a Dev- 
onshire branch  is  said  to  have  descended,  2d,  Thomas  Gibbs. 

II.  Thomas  Gibbs,  of  Honington,!  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  married  and 
had  issue. 

III.  Thomas  Gybbes  of  Honington,  2d  son,  married  and  had  issue. 

IV.  Thomas  Gybbes,  of  Honington,  married  and  had  a son,  viz  : 

V.  Robert  Gybbes  of  Honington,  a man  of  considerable  property  purchased 

the  manor  of  Honington  1540.  He  married  Margaret  daughter  of 

King,  and  died  Aug.  lO^JhSS^Je^ing  a son  and  heir,  viz  : 

*Tliis  bust,  as  well  as  several  others  placed  in  the  Pantheon  has  aince  been  taken  down. 

tDugdale,  in  his  history  of  Warwickshire,  speaking  of  Honington,  observes:  “This  is  one  of  the 
towns  that  Earl  Leofrik,  in  the  first  year  of  King  Edward  the  Confessor’s  reign  gave  to  the  Monas- 
tery of  CovENTRE  at  the  Foundation  thereof,  and  in  the  Conqueror’s  time  was  rated  at  5 hides, 
having  4 Mills,  yielding  livs.  14  per  annum ; but  the  whole  value  is,  by  the  Survey  then  made,  cer- 
tified at  Xli,  wherein  it  is  written  Hunitone:  From  which  time  forwards,  till  the  general  disso- 
lution of  the  Monasteries,  it  did  continue  to  that  Religious  house,  so  that  there  is  not  much  remark- 
able thereof,  other  than  that  in  33.  H 3 [1248]  tlie  Monks  demised  it  unto  Ralph  de  Leicestre, 

Canon  of  Lichfield,  to  hold  during  his  life.  Together  with  the  advowson  of  the  Church;  and  that 
in  41.  H.  3 [1256]  they  obtained  a Charter  of  FREE  WARREN  in  all  their  demesne  lands  here: 

As  also  the  Tenants  thereof,  besides  their  several  Rents,  performed  sundry  services,  every  other 
day  from  the  Feast  of  St.  .John  the  Baptist  till  Michaelmass,  but  if  the  Lord  would  employ  them 
in  mowing  before  Mid-summer-day,  then  to  allow  them  for  their  work:  for  which  service  they 
were  to  have  one  mutton  or  viiid,  withvii  loaves  of  bread,  and  a cheese,  as  also  iv  d.  in  money, 
they  being  to  carry  hay  out  of  the  Lord’s  meadow,  and  to  mow  with  one  man  a piece  for  a day 
and  a half : and  moreover,  that  each  of  them  should  come  to  the  Lord’s  Reap  with  all  his  family, 
excepting  his  wife,  where  he  was  to  reap  two  lands  and  carry  them  ; but  to  perform  no  other  ser- 
vice for  that  day;  and  likewise  plough  four  times  in  the  year,  scil.  two  selions  a piece ; as 
also  sow  and  harrow  the  same,  having  seed  found  at  the  Lord’s  barn  ; and  lastly  to  harrow  two 
days  a piece,  giving  X.  eggs  and  i d.  for  every  Alehouse,  and  repair  the  Lord’s  pool  as  often  as  need 
should  require.  All  whicli  said  Tenants  were  to  pay  unto  the  Lord  xvii  s.  iv  d.  for  antient  aid, 
and  for  carriage  of  Fish  Ills.  IV  d.  per  annum.  As  also  vis.  viiid.  for  maintenace  of  his  corn 
cart;  and  every  two  yard  of  land  to  carry  one  load  of  wood  from  Packwood  to  this  toviui : in 
which  week  they  should  do  no  other  work : but  none  of  them  to  sell  his  horse  colt  without  license 
of  the  Lord . The  Cottiers,  being  XVI.  in  number,  did  then  also  perlorm  such  like  services  ; every 
one  of  them  paying  four  Hens,  one  Cock,  and  five  Eggs  which  they  were  to  carry  unto  Coventre. 

Of  these  freeholders  was  Nicholas  Tremenell,  the  chief,  who  held  seven  yard  land  of  said  Monks 
by  the  service  of  the  tenth  part  of  Knight’s  Fee.  All  which  before  specified  was  with  the  Rectory 
and  Advowson  of  the  Vicaredge  in  consideration  of  786  li  07  s.  06  d.  past  to  Robert  Gybbes  of 
Honyngton,  Gentleman,  and  his  heirs,  28  Apr.  32.  H.  8.  [1540]  to  hold  in  Gapite  by  the  tenth  part 
of  Knight’s  Fee,  paying  4 li.  04  s.  ob.  yearly  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors.  Which  Robert 
died  seized  thereof  10.  Aug.  5.  & 6.  Ph  & M [ 1558]  leaving  issue.  Robert  his  son  and  heir  30  years 
of  age,  who  was  the  father  of  Sir  Ralph  Gibbs,  Knight,  and  he  of  Sir  Henry  Gibbs,  that  enjoyed  it  ^ 

[in  ann.  1640.]  It  was  afterwards  purchased  by  Sir  Henry  Parker,  Bart.”  &c. 
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FI.  Rohert  Gihhes,  qf  Honington,  Esq.,  born  about  1528,  living  1584.  He 
married,  for  his  first  wife,  Margery,  daughter  of  Humphrey  I’rideaux,  of 
Devonshire,  Esq.,  and  by  her  had  issue  one  son  called  Anthony,  (from 
■wliom  Sir  George  S.  Gibbes,  of  Sidmouth  in  Devon,  traces  his  ancestry) 
and  three  daughters.  Robert  Gibbes,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Kath- 
erine daughter  of  William  Porter,  of  Ashton,  in  the  County  of  Glouces- 
ter, and  by  her  had  the  following  issue,  viz  ; 

VII.  1.  Sir  Ralph  Gihh.^,  of  whom  hereafter. 

2.  Thomas,  married  iVlargaret  daughter  and  heir  of Wilks,  relict  of 

Dymock,  in  the  County  of  Warwick.  They  left  issue  'I  homas,  who  had 
issue  a daughter  Francis  who  married  Sir  John  Rayney,  Bart.,  and  had 
issue  a son,  viz ; Edward,  who  died  1703,  his  son  Edward  dying  suddenly 
lei’t  no  male  issue. 

3.  Tristram  married  Elizabeth,  relict  pf Baker. 

4.  Edward,  aged  45  in  1619. 

Sir  Ralph  Gihhs,  above  named,  was  living  1607.  He  married  Ger- 
trude daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Wroughton,  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  Kt., 
and  had  by  her  the  following  children,  viz. : 

VIII.  1.  Sir  Henry  of  whom  hereafter. 

2.  Charles,  prebendary  of  Winchester. 

3.  Mary,  married  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

4.  Jane,  married  Francis  Hawley. 

5.  Unton,  married  Sir  Edward  Daring  and  died  1676.  Sir  Edward  Da- 
ring was  born  in  the  Tower  of  London.  He  had  issue  by  his  wife  Un- 
ton two  sops  and  two  daughters. 

Sir  Henry  Gibbs,  above  named,  marripd  Elizabeth  fifth  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Temple  of  Stow,  Bucks,  and  died  about  1658,  aged  70  years. 
He  had  issue  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  the  following  children. 

IX.  1.  Thomas  son  and  heir,  married  Katherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Ed- 

ward Longville,  Baronet  of  Nova  Scotia. 

2.  Henry,  lived  in  Warwickshire  and  left  issue. 

3.  Ralph  settled  in  the  County  of  Bucks  and  left  issue. 

The  following  is  from  the  Honington  register  of  marriages  : 

“1653,  Master  Ralph  Gibbes  asked  13  Nov.,  20th  Nov.,  27th  Nov., between 
jbim  and  M.  Catherine  Adams,  Borough  of  Warwick.” 

4.  Robert  was  born  about  1634,  came  to  the  City  of  Boston  in  Mass.,  a- 
bout  1660  where  he  became  a merchant.  He  married  Elizabeth  Sheafe, 
of  Boston  1660,  and  died  1674.  He  had  by  Elizabeth  his  wife  the  fol- 
lowing children,  viz, : 

1.  Margaret,  born  1663,  died  young. 

2.  Robert,  born  1665,  MarriedMary  Shrimpton  1692,  a,nd  died  1702. 

3.  Henry,  born  1668,  married  Elizabeth  Greenough  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons  and  five  daughters. 

4.  Jacob,  born  1672,  died  unmarried.  From  Henry  and  Robert, 
sons  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Gibbs,  above  named,  are  descended 
many  of  the  Gibbs’s  now  living  in  U.  S.  A. 

♦It  appetirs  by  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  that  a Sir  Henry  Gibbs  estate  both  per- 
sonal and  real  vvas  sequestered  in  1648.  1 had  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  this  Sir  Henry 
is  the  same  as  the  one  mentioned  In  the  text,  but  from  the  date,  I think  it  probable. 

The  following  is  a monumental  inscription  in  a church  in  Ladbrook,  “ Here  lieth  the  body  of 
Thomas  Gates,  bachelor,  of  Ladbrook,  Trofessorof  the  sacred  word  of  God,  who  departed  this  life 
the  second  day  of  Sept,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1657,  leaving  issue  by  Mary  his  wife,  Mary 
Gibes  and  Thomas  Gibes.”  This  was  probably  a collateral  branch  of  the  Honington  Gibbes 
family.  - ' 


■5.  ,)ohn  Gibbs*  snid  to  have  settled  inBarbadoes  and  left  issue. 

Thomas  Glbhs  above  named,  by  Catherine  his  wife,  left  the  following 
children  ; 

X.  1 . Thomas  Gills,  of  Dartmouth  in  the  County  of  Devon,  third  son  and 
heir. 

2.  Edward  Gibbs  of  Middlesex,  4th  son,  living  1702.  lie  married  Fran- 
ces, eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Michael  Arris,  of  Charringworth,  in 
Gloucestershire,  by  whom  he  had  3 sons,  viz:  Edward,  Thomas  and  Join?, 
all  living  1702. 

Thomas  Gills,  of  Dartmouth  before  named,  married  first  Joan  daugh- 
ter of  Edmund  Howe,  of  Devonshire;  secondly  Sarah, daughter  of  eJohn 
Ilayne,  of  Dartmouth,  by  the  last  of  whom  he  had  issue  one  daughter, 
viz.  : 

XL  Marcella  Gills,  born  December  27th,  1706,  manied  Arther  ITolds- 
worth,  of  Mount  Galpin,  Dartmouth,  and  had  issue  one  son  and  three 
daughters. 

The  arms  of  this  family  ivere  sa,  three  battle  axes  in  pale  ar 
Crest y^ihree  broken,  tilting  spears  or  tivo  in  saltire  and  one  in  pale ^ 
enfded  with  a wreath  ar  and  sa. 

Genealogy  of  a branch  of  the  Gibbs  family  lyhich  settled  in 
Yenton  or  Eentonf  in  the  County  of  Devon. 

T.  John  GihlewRsm  possession  of  Venton  1387.  He  is  thought  to  have 
been  the  brother  of  Thomas  Gilhes,  of  Honington  in  Warwickshire. 
He  married  and  had  a son  and  heir,  viz. : 

TI.  William  Gibbe  possessed  Venton  1407  died  1446. 

III.  John  Gilles,  son  of  William  Gille  before  named,  married  the  daughter 
and  heiress  of  William  May,  and  had  issue  a son. 
lY.  Thomas  Gille  married  Ann  or  Marga^'et,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Courtenay,  of  Powdersham.  Oliver  observes  in  Lis  “ Ecclesiastical  An- 
tiquity, ” “Bishop  Lacy,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1437,  licensed  Thomas 
Gibbe  and  IVIargaret  his  wife  to  have  divine  service  performed  infra 
mansionem  Dartyntjton  situatamT  Thomas  Gibbe,  by  his  wife  above  na- 
med had  a son  and  a daughter,  viz  : William  and  Isabel. 

V,  William  Gille  the  son  of  Thomas  Gille  above  named,  married  the 
the  daughter  of  Barkley  the  sister  of  Sir  John  Barkley  and  Sir  William 
Barkley  of  Bruton  in  Somerset.  They  had  issue,  two  daughters,  viz  : 

VI.  1,  Silvestra,  married  AVm.  Wooton  and  had  issue  a sou,  William  Woot- 
011  of  Ingleborn,  who  married  Ann  daughter  of  John  Gibs,  and  sister 
to  Sir  E.  Gibs,  living  1620, 

2.  Elizaheth  married  E.  Drew. 

The  arms  of  the  Fenton  family  of  Gibbes  was  similar  to  those  of 
the  Honington  family  in  Warwickshire.  There  is  a coat  of  arms 

* riiere  was  a loan  Gibbs  who  settled  in  V'irginia  about  the  time  the  .lolin  Gibbs  named  in  the 
text  is  said  to  have  settled  in  liarbadoes,  also  a John  Gibbs  lived  in  Suffolk,  possessing  an  income 
of  i,‘8t)00,  was  kniglited  IGGO. 

t Venton,  or  Fenion  is  in  the  parisli  of  Dartinglon.near  Exeter.  Eisdon.  in  hig  history  of  Dev- 
on, observes — I’he  inanxr  of  Ma'>worthy  passed  by  successive  female  heirs  from  the  family  of 
iVlanworthy  to  Dennis  Botlerford  and  Gibbes;  William  Gibbes,  a descendant  of  JoJm  Gibbe,  of 
Fenton.  s)Jd  the  manor  of  Manwortby  to  Hurst,  of  Exter,  before  the  close  of  the  17th  century. 
A family  of  Gibbs  possessing  Eutterford,  sold  it  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth:  Tlie  heir- 
ess of  Eutterford  married  May,  and  the  heiress  of  May  married  Gibbs. 


of  this  family  in  ono  of  the  windows  of  the  Church  at  Fenton'. 

A GENEALOGY  OF  A BRANCH  OF  THE  GIBBS  FAMILY  WHICH  SETTLEF/ 
IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CLYST  ST.  GEORGE,  ABOUT  FIVE  MILES 
FROM  EXETER,  DEVONSHIRE. 

I was  assisted  by  Henry  H.  Gibbs  of  London,  in  procuring  this' 
genealogy  as  well  as  that  of  the  Fenton  branch. 

I.  John  Glhbs,  or  Gibhe,  supposed  to  have  descended  from  the  Venton  Gibbs 
family ; purchased  Pitt  ill  the  parish  of  CIvst  St.  George,  15(50.  He 
married  and  had  issue.  The  following  is  an  inscription  on  a brass  tablet 
in  the  parish  church  of  Clyst  St.  George. 

“The  body  of  John  Gibbe  entomed  here  doth  reste 
“Who  dying  did  his  soul  to  Heaven  above  bequeste 
“His  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  most  steadfast  was  set 
“la  sure  hope  thereby  to  satisfy  his  debt 
“ A lively  theme  to  take  ensample  by 
“Contemning  death  in  hope  a saint  to  dye.” 

Obiit  XXIII  die  Septeinbris 
Anno  1504. 

The  children  of  John  Gibbs  above  named  were — 

IL,  1 George  Gibbe  married  Melthea  1568.  Their  marriage  is  recorded  in' 
the  resjistry  of  St.  Georgeis  Clyst. 

2.  William,  Rector  of  St.  George’s  Clyst,  will  dated  6th  of  May  1571 
and  proved  8th  June  same  year. 

3.  John,  married  and  had  issue  three  daughters  viz  : Cecilia  born  and  di- 
ed 1566,  Juliana,  born  1569,  and  Mary  born  1567.  John  Gibbs  died  1594. 

HI.  John  Gibbs ^ ov  son  of  and  Melthea  his  wife  above  named, 

married  Austice.  He  was  bprn  1559  and  died  1652,  leaving  by  his  wife. 
Austice  the  following  children. 

IV.  1.  George  Gibbs,  born  1602,  married  Alice  and  died  1683. 

2.  Kobert. 

3.  Abram,  born  1603  married  Elizabeth  M audit  and  had  issue  by  her, 
Isaac,  John,  Abraham,  Geo.,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth,  some  of  whom  left  issue. 
George  Gibbs  and  Alice  his  wife,  before  named,  had  the  following  child- 
ren. 

V.  1.  George  Gibbs,  married  Hannah  Swete  171J,  died  before  1723.  He 
had  by  his  wife  Hannah  only  one  child,,  viz  : George  who  died  in  infancy 
before  his  father. 

2.  Samuel. 

3.  A son. 

4.  Abraham  married  T.  Kowe,  had  issue,  a son  named  Abraham,  who 
was  born  1686,  married  first  Mary  Monk,  and  had  issue,  a son  George. 
The  marriage  of  Abraham  and  Mary  his  wife  is  recorded  in  the  Tops- 
ham  Register  in  the  following  words:  “1710  March  11,  Abraham  Gibbs 
de  Topsham  et  Maria  Monk,  de  eadem  spinster.”  Abraham  Gibbcs  last 
before  named  married  for  his  second  wife  Sarah  Lyle  and  had  issue,  a 
son,  who  married  Elizabeth  Meacham. 

George  Gibbes  son  of  Abraham  Gibbes  and  Mary  his  wife  before 
named,  born  1718,  married  Anne  Vicary.  He  received  £500  from  his 
father’s  estate,  and  was  the  heir  at  law  to  his  great  uncle  George  Gibbs, 
the'  husband  of  Hannah  Sw'ete  before  mentioned,  and  as  such  heir  suc- 
ceeded to  his  estate  of  Pitt  on  the  death  of  his  said  uncle.  He  sold  the 
estate  of  Pitt  to  Charles  Crawley,  1790.  He  had  the  following  children, 


Ellzabetli,  Catlieiine,  Anne,  George,  Antliony,  Vu  ary,  Attorney  Gener- 
al belbre  mimed,  and  others. 

Vicary  married  and  had  issue,  a daughter  who  married Pilkington 

and  had  Issue  two  daughters  now  living. 


, Extract  from  the  register  of  the  Parish  of  Clyst  St  George.  The 
first  register  book  commences 

“ Anno  Regni  Regina  Ellzahetha  1566  ; the  third  persoh  registered  in! 
that  year  happens  to  be  a Gibbe. 

Yieesimo  quinto  die  Janua'rii  baptizeta  est  Cecelia  Gybbe,' 

Vicesimb  sexto  die  Januarii  sepulta  est  ead'em  Cecilia  Gybbe. 

Anno  regni  Regina  Elizabetha  decimo  1567  Decimo  tertio  die  Feb- 
ruarii  baptizeta  t'uit  Margaretta!  Gibbe  filia  Johannis  Gibbe.” 

Anno  R.  R.  Eliz.  Undecimb  (1568)  Decimo  die  Julii  celebrata  sunt 
nuptia  inter  Georglum  Gibbe  et  Meltheam  Uxorum  ejus.” 


Then  occurs 

Eliz.  duodecimo  1569.  The  baptism  of  Juliana  Gibbe  filia  Johannis 
Gibbe.  , 

Decimo  nbno  die  Septembris  baptizetus  est  Joanes  Gybbe  filia  Geor-' 
gii  Gybbe. 

Anno  Regni  Regina  Elizabetha  decimo  tertio  (1570)  Tricesimo  die 
Mali  sepultus  est  Gulielmus  Gybbe  Rector  istius  Ecclesia. 

5°  Georgii  1720. 

Georgius  fil  Georgii  Gibbs  obiit  2®  Martii  Sepultus  4°  1723.  Anno* 
regni  Georgii  decimo  Georgius  Gibbs  Senea  mo’rtuus  est  7 ° August  et 
Sepultus  9 ° vir  mille  pletate  secundus. 


A difierent  family  seems  to  commence  here  : 

1749,  Marg’t  da.  of  James  and  Mary  Gibbs  bapt.  M!ar.  10. 
1742,  “ Gibbs  buried  Oct.  10. 

1744,  John  son  of  James  and  Mary  Gibbs  bapt.  June  20, 

’ .May  23. 

March  7. 
Sept.  15. 
Aug.  6. 
Oct.  7. 
May  2. 
July  21st, 
May  9th, 
May  30. 
May  4. 
Jan.  19th, 


buried 

(( 


1751,  Sarah  Jo, 

1765,  William  son  of  Wm.  and  Catherine 

1766,  Ann  Jo.  of  “ “ “ 

1760,  Catherine  “ “ “ 

1770,  Richard  son  “ “ “ 

1773,  Mary  Jo.  of  “ “ “ 

1776, JBetty  “ “ “ “ 

1779^,  James  son  of  “ “ 

1782,  William  Abraham  Gibbs, 

1783,  James,  “ 

1785,  Miss  Sarah  “ 

1786,  Mary  Jo.  of  Wm.  and  Mary  Gibbs  baptized  March  26. 

1788,  Catherine  Gibbs,  buried  Oct.  1. 

1789,  Luke,  son  of  Wm.  and  Mary  Gibbs,  bapt.  Nov.  1. 

1790,  “ “ “ “ “ buried  Jan.  10. 

“ John,  son  of  Wm.  and  Sarah  Gibbs,  bapt.  Apr.  4. 

1791,  Ann  Jo.  of  Wm.  and  Mary  Gibbs,  bapt.  Jan.  30. 

“ Mary  Gibbs,  buried  August  21. 

1793,  Anne  the  dau.  of  Mr.  George  Gibbs,  buried  Apr.  6.  . 

1794,  Caroline  dau.  of  Rev.  Charles  Crawley  and  Mary  his  wife  baptized 
June  3d. 

George  Abraham  Gibbs,  aged  70,  buried  Nov.  17th. 

1803,  Mrs.  Ann  Gibbs,  of  Exter,  widow  of  M.  George  Abraham  Gibbs, 


hurled  Aug.  18, 

1694,  Anna  filia  Abrahatni  Gibbs,  sepulta  Aug.  2. 

1686,  Abrahamus,  filius  Abrahanii,  Baptizatus  Kov.  8. 

1688,  Georgius,  filius  Abrahanii,  sepultus  Nov.  15. 

The  above  are  true  copies  of  the  register  of  baptisms  and  burials  in  the  par- 
ish of  Clyst  or  Clist-wie  in  the  County  ot  Devon,  made  by  me. 

William  Rous  Ellicombe,  Rector.” 

GENEALOGY  OF  A BRANCH  OF  THE  GIBBS  FAMILY  WHICH  SET- 
TLED IN  KENT. 

I.  JenJdng  Gibhes  of  Combe,  in  the  parish  of  Falkestone,  in  the  County  bf 

Kent,  was  of  a good  family  in  Devonshire.  He  married  Anne , 

daughter  of Eden,  and  had  issue  two  sons,  viz  : 

IT.  1.  Thomas  Gibhes  of  Combe,  married  Alice  Trenwell  and  had  issue. 

2.  John  Gibbes,  2d  son,  married  and  had  a son  William. 

III.  John  Gibbes,  son  of  Thomas  and  Alice  above  named,  was  of  Patrick- 
borne.  He  married  Margaret  daughter  of  Richard  Champneys,  alias 
Giocester,  King  of  arms.  lie  died  1526,  leaving  two  sons,  viz  : Wil- 
liam and  Thomas. 

IY«  William  Gibbs  above  named,  in  possession  of  Elmestone  manor,  married 

Jane,  daughter  and  heir  of Gason.  His  will  was  proved  1599. 

He  left  issue,  viz  — 

V.  1.  John  Gibbs  of  whom  hereafter. 

2.  Edmond  of  Elmstone  married  Judith  Potter,  and  had  issue  by  her, 
Nicholas  son  ahd  heir,  Bennetta,  Judith,  Elizabeth,  Edmond  2d  son.  Ed- 
mond Gibbs  the  husband  of  Judith  above  named  died  1623. 

3.  Henry  married  and  had  the  following  children,  Henry  son  and  heir, 

Thomas,  John,  Samuel,  Margaret,  and  Elizabeth.  V 

4.  Stephen  of  Edmondstone  Court  in  Kent  married  Jane  daughter  of 
Thomas  Forney  of  Brockliill  and  by  her  had  the  following  children,  viz : 
Ann,  Elizabeth,  Alice  who  married  Thomas  Bedding,  T homas  1st  son, 
John  3d  son,  and  Robert  2d  son,  who  went  to  Barbadoes  and  afterwards 
went  to  South  Carolina  where  he  was  made  Governor. 

John  Gibbs  the  son  of  William  above  named  died  in  the  Castle  of  Salwood. 
He  married  Mary  daughter  of  Richard  Elham  of  Dover,  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children. 

VI.  William  Gibbs,  of  whom  presently. 

2.  Joan  married  James  Joice. 

3.  Thomas  Gibbs,  of  YvHndsor,  married  Isabella  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
Wilson  D.  D.  Their  children  were  William,  Elizabeth,  and  other  sons 
and  daughters. 

William  Gibbs  above  named  was  of  Elmstone  living  1621.  He  married 
Elizabeth  daughter  of  Thomas  Fleet,  of  St.  Johns  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 
and  left  issue  viz  : 

VII.  Wm.  Gibbs  eldest  son  and  heir,  married  Anne  only  daughter  of  Thom- 

as  Selling  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  had  issue,  viz  : 

yiH.  1.  William  Gibbs  eldest  son  and, 

2.  Thomas  Gibbs  2d  son. 

The  arms  used  by  this  family  were  ar  three  pole  axes” sable.  Crest,  an  arm 

embowed  in  armour  garnished  holding  in  the  gauntlet  a pole,  axe,  ar. 

A GENEALOGY  OF  A BRANCH  OF  THE  GIBBS  FAMILY  WHO  SET- 
TLED IN  BRISTOL,  ENGLAND. 

I.  William  Gibbes  of  the  parish  of  Bedmenster  and  of  the  city  of  Bristol, 
mentions  in  his  will  made  1602,  (now  in  the  Bishops  office  at  Bristol,) 
that  his  father  possessed  real  estate  in  Redelitfe  street  Bristol  and  that 
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his  father  was  entombed  at  St.  Thomas’s  near  Bristol.  William  Gibbs 
had  three  wives,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  five  daughters,  and 
three  sons.  He  died  in  April  160o,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Thomas  par- 
ish. His  sons  were, 

II.  1.  Philip  eldest  son  and  heir,  admitted  a freeman  of  Bristol  1586. 

He  possessed  property  in  Bristol  left  by  his  father.  He  married  and  had 
issue  a daughter.  His  will,  recorded  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canter- 
bury, was  proved  1626. 

2.  Henr?/,  married  Anne  Packer  of  Cheltenham  in  Gloucestershire  and 
had  issue.  His  will  -was  proved  1636.  The  children  of  Henry  Gibbes 
and  Anne  his  wife,  wore  i,  William,  died  about  1634. 

2.  ^Henry  Gibbes,  of  the  city  of  Bristol  ,Esq.,  executor  to  his  father’s  will, 
1636.  Married  twice  and  left  issue.  Ills  will  was  proved  1667. 

3.  Philip,  the  first  of  the  family  who  settled  in  Barbadoes,of  whom  hereafter. 

4.  Elizabeth,  married  Thomas  Lloyd  of  Bristol,  Gent.  She  was  living 
1634,  and  had  issue. 

5.  Margaret,  married  first  Bird,  Gent,  was  living  1666.  Secondly,  Walter 
Stephens,  Gent. 

I’here  were  probably  of  this  family  more  than  above  named  one  son 
and  two  daughters. 

In  St.  James’s  church  in  Bristol  on  a brass  tablet  was  cut  a figure  in 
an  alderman’s  robes  with  four  sons  behind  him,  opposite  to  him  is  his  wife 
with  four  daughters  behind  her,  all  kneeling  before  an  altar.  On  the  same 
tablet,  is  an  inscription  to  Henry  Gibbes  mayor  and  alderman  of  the  city 
of  Bristol  who  died  May  19th,  1636,  aged  73  years,  and  to  Anne  his  wife 
•who  died  December  15,  1631,  aged  71  years. 

3.  George  Gibbes,  of  the  city  of  Bristol  married  Mary  Cox  of  Chel-wood 
county  of  Somerset.  He  died  1650.  He  had  by  Mary  his  wife  the  lol- 
lowing  children,  viz : 

HI.  George  Gihhs,  of  whom  presently. 

2.  AViliiam  2d  son  living  in  Barbadoes  1649.  Issue  not  named. 

3.  Mathew  Gibbs,  died  before  1649. 

George  Gibbs  above  named  married  three  times.  By  his  first  wife  An- 
ne daughter  of  Thomas  Bate  of  Staffordshire  he  had  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  viz  : 1 Geo.,  2 Thomas,  3 Henry,  4 Mary,  5 Susanna,  6 Anne. 

By  his  second  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  Matthew  Biskin  of  Bristol  he 
had  issue  1 John,  2 Matthew,  3 Humphrey  4 Mary,  5 Elizabeth. 

By  his  third  wife,  daughter  of  George  Hartwell  of  Bristol,  he  had  no  issue 

Philip  Gibbes^  before  named,  (the  first  of  the  fimiily  who  settled  in 
Barbadoes)  removed  to  the  parish  of  St.  James,  in  the  Island  of  Earba- 
does,  about  1635,  and  died  in  or  about  1648.  He  willed  his  e.slates  in 
Barbadoes  to  his  son  Philip,  who  married  twice.  By  the  first  wife  lie 

had  three  daughters,  and  by  his  second  wife  AVilloughby,  daughter  of 

Teamans,  Esq.,  he  had  three  sons  and. four  daughters  The  last  before 
named,  Philip,  was  the  grandfather  of  Philip  Gibbes,  Baronet,  of  Spring- 
Head,  in  the  Island  of  Barbadoes,  who  was  created  Baronet  May  30, 1 744. 
The  arms  of  this  family  as  used  by  the  Barbadoes  family  are  — 
Perfess,  argent  and  ermine^  3 battle  axes^  sable. 

Crest,  an  arm  emboived  in  armour  garnished^  or,  and  charged 
with  a cross.  Couped,  gules,  in  the  hand  proper,  a battle  axe,  as 
in  the  arms.  Motto,  Tenax propositi — Hold  fast  to  your  pvr pose. 

•This  Henry  Gibbes  mentioned  in  the  text  may  liave  been  the  Inisbaiul  of  Flizal>etli,  eldest 
daughter  of  John  Harrington,  before  named,  but  fjoni  the  time  his  will  was  pioved  I think  he  could 
apt  have  been  the  same. 
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I procured  several  other  genealogies  of  different  branches  of  tho 
Gibbs  family ; likewise  many  abstracts  of  parish  records  relating 
to  this  family,  which  I thought  best  not  to  insert  in  my  report. 

Tliomas  Gibbes,  a collateral  of  this  Bristol  fmiily,  was  a member  of 
tho  first  Council  holden  at  Barbadoes.  John  Gibbes  another  collateral 
was  also  at  the  head  of  Council  board  in  that  Island  in  1697. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I would  say,  having  spent  several 
months  in  making  investigations  in  England  for  your  Association, 
that  I am  fully  convinced,  that  the  manor  of  Instow,  as  well  as 
some  other  property  formerly  owned  by  Elizabeth  Sib  thorp  is  the 
property,  about  which  the  numerous  reports  have  been  circulated 
in  the  United  States,  relative  to  property  in  England  belonging  to 
Gibbs’s  in  U.  S.  A.  I am  also  fully  convinced  that  this  property, 
now,  legally  belongs  to  some  of  the  Gibbs  family  ; — and  that  the 
same  could  be  procured  by  individuals  proving  themselves  to  be  1&- 
gal  heirs  of  Elizabeth  Sibthorp.  The  manor  of  Instow  was  evi- 
dently not  entailed  property.  It  is  manifest  from  the  wills  of  Har- 
rington Gibbes  and  Dionesia  Long,  that  this  property  was  not  en- 
tailed property  when  in  the  possession  of  Harrington  Gibbes  and 
Dionesia  Long,  and  at  the  time  it  came  into  the  possession  of  John 
Gibbes  of  London.  For  it  does  not  appear  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  Harrington  Gibbes  'would  have  willed  his  half  of  the  manor  of 
Instow  to  his  brother  John  Gibbes  when  he,  Harrington,  by  will 
could  have  no  control  over  it.  Although  I could  not  fmd  the  will 
of  John  Gibbes,  nor  the  letters  of  x\dministration  granted  on  his 
estate,  or  any  documents  made  b}^  him,  yet  if  we  can  place  any 
dependence  upon  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Spicer  before  named, 
this  property  v/as  not  entailed  by  John  Gibbes  or  by  his  daughter 
Elizabeth  Sibthorp,  but  Elizabeth  Sibthorp,  the  wife  of  Humphrey 
Sibthorp  owned  it  absolutely,  and  upon  her  marriage  with  Sib- 
thorp so  arranged  it  that  it  should  go  back  into  the  possession  of  the 
Gibbs  family. 

I am  unprepared  to  say  who  the  legal  heirs  of  Elizabeth  Sibthorp 
are.  They  are  probably  descended  from  a Bristol  Gibbs  family  ; 
but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  such  heirs  are  descended  from  Wm. 
Gibbes  of  Bedminster  and  Bristol.  This  could  probably  be  ascer- 
tained, but  not  without  considerable  expense.  To  ascertain  this 
it  would  probably  be  necessary  to  examine  many  wills,  at  different 
recording  offices  in  England,  as  well  as  many  parish  registers  which 
vfould  consume  much  time,  besides  the  charges  of  the  clerks,  which 
in  this  country  Ave  should  think  exorbitant. 

The  fees' alloAved  clerks  by  hiAv,  in  England,  for  searching  parish 
registers  are  6d.  (12  1-2  cents,)  for  every  year  examined,  and  2s. 
6d-  (62  1-2  cents)  for  every  name  extracted  from  the  register. 

There  are  undoubtedly,  several  individuals  in  England,  like  Mr, 


Vicary,  before  named,  wbo  may  have  information  relative  to  the 
family  and  estate,  but  would  tax  exorbitantly  for  imparting  that  in- 
formation. 

With  time  and  money,  I think  it  could  be  ascertained  to  whom 
Instow,  and  other  property  formerly  owned  by  Elizabeth  Sibthorp, 
now  legally  belongs  ; — whether  the  heirs  are  in  England  or  America. 
— But  in  the  present  state  of  the  case,  I think  it  would  be  well  first 
to  trace  the  genealogy  of  the  different  Gibbs  families  in  this  coun- 
try as  far  as  practicable,  for  those  who  cannot  clearly  trace  their 
family  in  this  country,  to  incur  farther  expense  in  making  investiga- 
tions in  England  would  be  useless ; for  if  they  cannot  trace  their 
family  here,  they  evidently  cannot  connect  themselves  with  an  Eng- 
lish branch  of  Gibbs’s.  COLUMBUS  SMITH. 


ACTING  GIBBS  ASSOCIATION  OF  VERMONT. 

KECEIPTS. 

Fees  of  ninety  one  members  - - - - --- 

Received  from  the  Mass.  Gibbs  Association.  - - - 

Received  from  the  Conn.  Gibbs  Association,  - - - 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Mr.  Smith  for  his  investigations  in  England 

Paid  for  printing  Circulars  and  Report.  - - - - 

Other  e.xpenses  (say,)  - 


S285,00 

$100,00 

$50,00 


$435,00 


$360,72 

$42,25 

$19,34 


Balance  on  hand, 


$422,31 

$12,69 


AMERICAN  CITIZENS  ENTITLED  TO  PROPERTY  IN  EUROPE. 

The  undersigned  wishes  to  inform  those  who  think  themselves  entitled  to  property  in  England, 
that  while  recently  in  England  he  procured  a comi)lete  list  of  the  Unclaimed  Dividends  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  containing  the  names  and  descriptions  of  many  thousand  persons  entitled  to  va- 
rious sums  of  money. 

These  unclaimed  Dividends  and  stocks  in  public  funds  amount  to  several  millions  of  Dollars  and 
are  now  recoverable  by  Next  of  Kin.  He  also  procured  an  index  containing  the  names  of  several 
thousand  persons  for  whom  or  whose  Next  of  Kin  advertisemen’s  have  Ween  made  in  England 
within  the  last  5')years;  likewise  many  complete  copies  of  Advertisements  for  tnp  Wilsons, 'I'own- 
leys,  Stewarts,  Thompsons,  .Jennings,  Gardners,  Lawrences,  Lyons,  Browns,  Urawfords,  Mathews, 
Stanleys,  Carpenters,  Hydes,  Gerlings,  Slades.  Uhapmans.  Holts,  Russels,  Webbers,  Antrims, 
Charlwoods,  Rutherfjids,  &lq.  In  many  of  tliese  Advertisements  the  American  heirs*are  particu- 
larly inquired  after. 

An  examinati  m of  this  collection  as  well  as  copies  ox  these  advertisements  can  be  had  for  a rea- 
sonable compensation. 

Any  information  which  can  be  given  respecting  the  heirs  or  Next  of  Kin  of  Robert  Rutherford 
who  kept  a public  house  in  'rrenton.  New  Jersey,  in  or  about  1773  will  be  liberally  rewarded.  The 
subscriber  undertakes  the  collection  of  property  in  Europe  belonging  to  American  Citizens  on  the 
most  reasonable  terms.  From  his  experience  in  this  business  he  thinks  he  shall  be  able  to 
give  perfect  satisfactiim  to  all  such  as  favor  him  with  their  business.  App  lications  by  letter  are 
requested  to  be  post  paid.  COLUMBUS  SMITH. 

Salisbury,  Vt„  June,  1843. 
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